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Orchids of Cuba 




s 



Juan Li.amacho (text) and Julio A. Larramendi (photographs). 2005. The Orchids 

of Cuba — Las Orquideas de Cuba. (Cloth. ISBN 84-933615-2-6, hbk.). Greta 

Editores, Plaza Mayor, 24 25340 VERDU, SPAIN. (Orders: +34 690 733 011, 

http://www.gretaeditores.com in 
2/13/061,287 pp.,Spanish-English in parallel columns,coIor photographs, 
interpretive graphics, table ol species, and glossary, 9.6" x 7". 

Following a recent trend for regional orchid books to be both scientit ically accurate and written in 
such a manner that they are popular with the non-academic enthusiast. I he OrchidsoJ Cuhct lull ill 
a geographic niche that has long been void. This work ol two enthusiastic Cubans has produced not 
only the lirst lull-color book on the orchids of the island archipelago but the (irst text in English 
(Spamsh/English in parallel columns) that provides an alluring enticement to the island nation. 
Following an imprimatur by Carlyle A. Luer. M.D. and foreword byjames Ackerman, Ph.D. the books 
starts with the basic biology of orchids and biogeography ol Cuba and proceeds to merge the two, 
describing and illustrating the several regions ol the nation. These regions and the orchids lound 
within them are then treated in detail. Ot the 305 species documented trom Cuba at the writing ol 
the book, more than 150 are treated in detail and, lor the most part, have excellent color photographs. 
Both the authors and photographers love ot the pleurothallids (Lepanthes and related genera) is 
evident in the spectacular close-up photographsol many ot these tiny species. Eollowmg thc species 
treatments is a section on undescribed (those species that have not yet been identilied and/or dc- 
scribed to science) species, with the same high-quality photographs. The book concludes wit h a table 
of all 305 species currently tound in Cuba. their I lowering times and biogeographic distribution, a 
briel bibliography, and an excellent glossary. What is unlortunately lacking is an index. Because ol 
the arrangement ot species it makes it dillicult to lind specilic inlormation quickly. A listingol syn- 
onyms for the species treated in lull would also have been helplul. No keys to idcntil ication arc given 
as this book is, hopelully, just the prelude to more publications covering all of the orchids ol Cuba. 

From the reviewers standpoint / he Orchidsoj Cuhci has thc samc probtem as most other works 
that treat orchids from the Caribbean and Central Amenca Mexico. When ranges are stated the 
occurrence ot the species in the United States, usually Florida, is omitted. In part, this appears to be 
perpetuated error, as the same omissionsoccur in several works. Rather than relyingon publications 
trom a quarter century or more ago, simply consulting Hlora oj North Amcnca or Wild OrchidsoJ 
Florida would have solved this problem. Those species included in this work and also documented 
from Florida include lonopsis ut riculariodes , Prost hechcu hoot hiana.Sacoi la lanccolata , Bulhophyllum 
pachyrachis , Epidendrum nocturnum , Liparis ncrwsa. Ma\il laria crassi/olia, Brassia caudata. 
Eulophia elatci Malaxis spicata , Hahenaria distans. Phai us tankcrvilliac, Yanilla plani/olia , Epulcn- 
drum radicans . Prescottia opligantha , and Pclcxia adnata. Govenia utriculata is erroneously attrib- 
uted to Florida (Govenia f londana is the correct species). Erom a taxonomic standpoint little issue 
can be taken other than to note that the treatment and photographs ot Hahenaria cjuinqucseta are 
actually H. macroceratitis (syn. H. quinqueseta \ r ar. mac roccrat it is). and thc curious treatment ol 
Sacoila lanceolata and Stenorrhynchosscjuamulosum.The lattcr twoboth should be treatedas Sacoila 
as the most obviousdil terence between Sacoi la and Stcnorrhynchos being thc presence (in the formcr) 
or absence of a mentum (in the latter). 

The Enelish translation is excellent and very readable and the only error noted would be the 



incomplete name, or omission of a 




e abbreviation, in one ol the authors' names: Gal lor 



Galeotti. The book is printed on very high-qualitv, heavy paper and durably bound. It is to be highly 
recommended to all interested in the orchids ol the Caribbean and south blorida as well.— Pau I Mar- 
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(m Brown. aut hoi; WiiJ Onhnhoj Florida, Thc Wild OnhiJsoj North Ainericii, WilJ Onhnhoj the 
Southaistci n l hiitcJ Statcs. 10896 SW 90 ,h Terracc.Ocala, TL 3-HSI. I LS.A., iiaorchiJ@aol.com. 



Splendor in tlie Hill Country Grass 

Brian and Si iirli-y Lopi.un. 2006. Grasses ol the Texas Hill Country. 2006. (ISBN 

1-58644-467-7, 1 lexbound with l laps). Texas A<SrM University Press, 4154 

ation, TX 77843-4354, LJ.S.A. (Orders: 979-458-3982, 979- 
847-8752 fax; http://www.tamu.edu/upress/). $23.00, 208 pp., 170 color 
photos, 7 lin art, 2 maps, black and white tigures, glossary, bibliography, 

index, 5 3/4" x 81/2". 






Country rceion ol Tcxas. 

/ u 



Grasscsoj ihc lcxas Hill Countr y lsa pictorial guide tograssesol the 
Designed lor the layperson, this book is iull ot crispcolor photographs on a black background that 
cleai ly shov\ thc inl lorescences(sced heads)ol grassescommon in the I lill Country as well as manv 
other areas ol lexas. Authors Brian and Shirley Lol lin have created a guide that is easy to use with 

y O J 

grasses grouped by similariries in ml lorescence structure. The front and back book I laps serve as 
handy relerence guides tor mt lorescence structure types and the icons used throughout the tcxt. 

I he opcning chaptcr ot the book introduces readers to the Hill Country region and other veg- 
etation regions ol fexas. The introduction discusses the basic structures ol grass and includcs color 

o 

images. Withm the 'how to use this book ' section is a dctailed explanation ot the ditterent inl lorcs- 
cence structurc typcs used to organize the grasscs in the book. 1 his introductory section includes 
other itemsol intcrcst such as a discussion on how plantsarc given scientitic namcs, the meanmgol 
those names, and a list ol both the genusand common namcsol grasscs included in this book. 

I here are sevenry-sevcn grasses includcd in the book. Hach grass has an associated prol tle that 
includes leatures ol thespecies, plant uses. growing season intormation, and habitat inlormation m- 
cl uding soi I, locat ion and dist ribution. 1 he teat ures scct ion ot each prot i le incl udes im portant i nlor- 
mation such as typical height, description ol grass ml lorescence, sotne vegetation characteristics, 
whether the grass ts cool or warm season, nativc or imroduccd and whether the grass is annual or 
perennial. Much ol the leature mlormation is included in a bar under the common name ol the grass 
m a rather intuitive icon torm. The economic usage sections describe a species’ usc as a lorage grass, 
gardcn grass, landscape grass, or valuc to wildlile. Hach grass profile has at least one large image of 
the inl lorescence and many grasses ha\ r e addittonal small inset photographsot growth habit in nature. 

I here are a lew items that would have made this book more uselul to both beeinnersand tnore 

O 

expericnced grass enthusiasts. I hcrc are lantastic photographs ol the inl lorescences included with 
eacli grass, but unlort unately the authorsdid not include photographsol the vegetativestructures(ligule 
and auricle) needed to help identily grasses when the inl lorescence is not available. However, the au- 
thors havc included some vegetativc structure inlormation within the ‘leaturcs” ol thc plant descrip- 
tton. lt would hawalso been benelicial tohavc thegrowth habit photographs that accompany tnanyol 
the plant descriptions tor every grass includcd in the text. There were a couple of typos/mix-ups no- 
ticed; an example is thediagrammed photograph in Htgure 5 where the auricle was incorrectly labcled 
as the ligule. Some other small typos were not iced. Despite t hese few items, t here is nodoubt t hat t his ts 
a very useable book lor persons with an mtercst in lcarning grasses ol thc I lill C.ountry area 

II you are a bcginner to grass identit ication or are looking tor a good color photograph guide to 
grasses lor the 1 lill Country (and surrounding area) ol Texas, Grasscso/ thc Tcxas Hill Country bv 
Brian and Shirley Lot lin would be a terrilic book to start with. The glossary, writing style and icon 

e add to making this pictorial book an easy to reterence and use. This book iseasily recom- 
mended loruse by youngadults and gcneral grassor plant idcntitication enthusiasts — Lcc Luchcydoo. 
Hcrharium , Botanical Rcsearch lnstitutco/Texas t 509 Pccan Strect, Tort Worth, FX 76102-4000, U.S.A. 
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